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veldt would throw himself against an Empire. The first Peace   CHAP.
Conference at the Hague had just held its final sitting. Kruger ^LXY; .
had lately placed in France and Germany new and heavy orders  ^T* 63-
for quick-firing guns and Krupp guns.   But by now, the solid
majority of the nation, as Chamberlain well knew, were un-
doubtedly behind a policy which they held both reasonable and
resolute. His consummate management of time had succeeded
where a premature offensive such as Milner's school desired
would have failed. The British people in the main had conie in
their way to the conclusion that the South African dispute must
be settled soon by agreement or by arms.